[bookmark: _GoBack]Atopica for Cats
Keith A Hnilica, DVM, DACVD, MBA

1. Atopica for cats has to potential to transform the profession:
a. Very effective for all allergies except fleas
b. Very safe with minimal adverse effects
c. Cost effective
d. No need for steroids which can cause diabetes in cats 
e. Finally we have a safe and practical long-term solution of NONFLEA allergic dermatitis in cats

2. Cats are not dogs:
a. Cats are much MORE simple than dogs!!!
b. All skin disease in cats is allergy, ringworm, or cancer
c. Atopica works for Atopy in dogs BUT treats ALL non-flea allergies in cats including food allergy.
d. 3 slide technique is useful but bacterial and yeast infections in cats are less common and the cats can clear their own infection if the allergy is treated.
e. Yes the vet can give antibiotics if they want to “cover” the cat – Convenia injection from Pfizer is the best option.
f. The ADE profile states 35% vomiting but the Derm advisory panel DOES NOT see vomiting – so maybe just hairballs or puky cats not Atopica related.
3. In my experience, 95% of the time, 
a. If Atopica for cats does not work the cat is flea allergic
b. If Capstar qod or Revolution q 14 days does not work, Atopica will
c. ONLY 2 exceptions:
i. Kittens or cats from shelters or catteries have ringworm and a DTM fungal culture should be done
ii. Old Cats (older than 10 years) with sudden skin disease may have cancer of the skin or liver/pancreas which can look and act like allergy.
4. Atopica should work within 1 month or the cat is most likely flea allergic
5. In my experience Cats Rarely have any GI side effects despite the ADE chart.
6. 35% of cats will eat it on food – any food but the % increases the stinkier the food is
a. oil based foods are best – oil tuna, butter, sardine
b. water based flavoring agents shouldn’t be used
c. Really fat cats should get dosed orally so they do not reject the Atopica laced-food and stop eating for several days – this is why hepatic lipidosis is on the label




7. The 17ml bottle should last 2 months for the average cat
a. 7mg/kg dose
b. Daily for 1 month
c. Every other day for 2 weeks
d. Every 3 day on most cats.
e. About $45/month at MSRP
8. The 5 ml bottle should last 6 weeks
a. 7mg/kg
b. Every 3 days
c. About $20/month  ($30 MSRP for 6 weeks)

9. Common questions and objections:
a. It still too expensive….
i. Ask how much is the charge for Depomedrol injection and office call (its likely to be more than Atopica)
b. Cats don’t like oral medication ….
i. Most cats will eat it on fatty/ stinky food
c. I don’t have atopic cats ….
i. Atopica for cats is for ALL allergic skin diseases in cats except fleas
ii. Atopica for cats DOES treat pollen, mold, House dust mite allergies, insect hypersensitivity (moth, mosquito, cockroach, cricket, etc) (except flea), AND food allergy (YES food allergy)
d. Vaccines are ok?
e. Can you add steroids?
i. Like dogs, a short course of steroids is ok with no likely complications NAH has no concurrent use data. Combined immunosuppressive agents are not ideal but a short term, low dose boost is likely ok based on past clinical use.
ii. Repeated steroid injections or long-term steroid use will increase the immunosuppression of the patient and possibly lead to infections (ringworm, herpes, fungal and bacterial).
f. “I do fine with antihistamines”…
i. Chlorpheniramine is the best antihistamine in cats but the pill  (1/2 tablet of OTC drug usually) has to be given every 12 hours
ii. Atopica for cats is usually eaten off the food every 3 days – much easier.
g. The cat only needs 1 Depomedrol injection each year.
i. Ya right :::: Likely more – ask them to check the record
ii. Diabetes and congestive heart failure can occur even after a single injection of long-acting steroids
h. Is Cat Atopica the same stuff as the canine product?
i. Yes just with out the capsule
ii. Dogs can take the liquid cat product
iii. And Cats could get pilled with the dog product.
i. I tried Atopica and it didn’t work.
i. The cat is most likely flea allergic
ii. Try Capstar every other day for 1 month or Revolution every 14 days for 3 treatments to block feeding of the flea and block flea spit.
j. Food trials are better and safer than Atopica.
i. Cats can and have refused to eat the food trial diet and developed hepatic lipidosis.
ii. If the cat goes outside – they will hunt bugs, rodents, and birds making the food trial useless.

10. Atopica is very safe
a. No FDA mandate or recommendation to toxo test
b. No FDA suggested blood monitoring
c. No blood work changes on the ADE table
d. No specific tumor/cancer risk – just don’t use immunosuppressants with cancer patients.


11. Most likely reasons for failure:
a. Flea allergy and owner and vet FLEANIAL
i. I don’t see fleas
ii. The cat does not go outside
iii. I don’t see flea dirt
iv. I have used flea control
b. If Atopica does not work in the cat – Capstar every other day will!

12. Atopica for cats has to potential to transform the profession:
a. Very effective for all allergies except fleas
b. Very safe with minimal adverse effects
c. Cost effective
d. No need for steroids which all vets know cause diabetes in cats (they all have cases)
e. Finally we have a safe and practical long-term solution of NONFLEA allergic dermatitis in cats
f. The material you have are excellent, the slides are spot on, read the label for what is and what is NOT in there
g. The step by step diagnosis chart is impactful
i. Point out that the diagnosis and path to successful Atopica usage is a straight line allergic pattern – R/O fleas – Atopica will work

In 1993 Rimadyl changed how veterinarians treated arthritis.
NOW in 2011, Atopica for cats has the potential to permanently change how veterinarians treat allergic dermatitis in cats.
Prepared by Keith A Hnilica DVM, DACVD, MBA   Highpoint Consulting, LLC
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